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A full research proposal should contain approx. 2.000 – 2.500 words (including abstract and references). 

Abstract
The abstract contains 150-250 words. It includes a very brief delimitation of the topic, why is it important, what is the challenging problem or research gap, what are your research objectives and research question(s), envisioned methods and sample and what is the expected contribution for theory and practice. 

1 Introduction

Approx. 300 – 400 words. Why is the topic noteworthy? What do we already know? What don’t we know? What are the objectives of this research?

An introduction should briefly introduce the topic, explicitly state the goals of the research proposal, justify the necessity/importance of the research, state the expected theoretical and practical contributions – what is the “new”. Secondary data (surveys, polls, statistics…) can be used to justify the importance of the topic. The introduction should only contain references to the most important findings (studies… more details will be discussed in the theoretical background) and introduce how your research plans to contribute, complement or invalidate them.

2 Theoretical Background

Approx. 600 - 800 words. Concise critical reflection on the existing academic literature. Review of relevant theoretical frameworks.  Research questions or hypotheses based on the literature review & theoretical framework. 

In this section, the literature review is presented. The author should determine what the best theories that will be a basis for subsequent research efforts are. Further, the author should present who already explored this topic, what the findings were and how these studies are interrelated. The overview of the related findings will result in the identification of research gaps and contradictory findings and lead to research questions and/or hypotheses at the end of this section. The text should have a concise idea and logical structure. It should be compact, not presented as a “summary of fragmented studies”. The author should describe only the concepts and studies which directly contribute to the solution of your research problem. Don’t use well-known facts, don’t imitate textbooks.
It is necessary to use high-quality papers published in journals with impact factors or monographs. In such papers, you will also find inspiration how a well-structured Introduction, Theoretical Background… look like. Research questions and/or hypotheses logically follow from the literature review. 
3 Research Methods

Approx. 400 – 500 words. Data collection methods, sampling, access issues, how the data will be analysed. Ethical considerations.

This section will describe what you plan to measure or investigate, how and who you will be asking or observing and in which way. It is almost certain that this section will be considerably modified during your studies as you learn more advanced methodologies for collecting and evaluating data. The point here for the reader is the possibility of a critical evaluation of research design. You should prove that you have thought of some way to answer your research question. 
This section is usually divided into subsections (for example, Research Sample, Materials, Design, Data, Analysis, Stimuli, Scales…). The specific division differs among studies, and it is appropriate to imitate the existing relevant studies. When doing a questionnaire survey, you will usually see subsections “Research Sample”, “Methods” (Scales, Materials), “Data analysis”. In contrast, in experimental research, you will see “Research Sample”, “Materials and Procedure”, or “Data and Analysis” when analyzing secondary data, etc.
3.1 Sample

The “Sample” subsection should describe how many observations (cases) will be investigated (the expected sample size), how the sample size was determined, and how the sample is representative with respect to the population (in quantitative research). The author should also describe how will he/she collect the data, how the respondents will be approached, characterize the type of sampling and critically discuss its suitableness with respect to the research goal.
3.2 Methods / Measures / Materials
The “Methods” or “Measures” or “Materials” subsection should deal with the envisioned measures (how will the constructs defined in the Theoretical Background section be measured). 

3.3 Data analysis
Finally, the section should describe the methods of “Data analysis”. Please indicate what data analysis methods will be used (e.g. multiple regression, structural equation modeling…). It must be consistent with your research model outlined in the Theoretical Background section. Explain why the selected method is appropriate for your research.
This section will describe what we will be investigating, how, who, what, where and when we will be interviewing, observing and in what way, or what other methods will be used (e.g. document analysis, participation, online methods). 

In the case of qualitative research, you explain how you will answer the research question(s) – data collection methods, including the justification of method choice (why is this method the most appropriate one for this research problem). Ideally, use references to back the rationale. The method should be clearly and precisely described. The section should also describe the methods of qualitative data analysis. 
3.4 Ethical considerations and access issues
Ethical considerations and issues related to access to data should be described.
4 Research plan / timetable
Approx. 150 – 200 words. This section will describe envisioned steps of your research – time for knowledge accumulation (mainly reading the papers, participating in courses), preparation of data collection methods, data collection itself, data analysis, writing the dissertation. The duration of PhD. studies is four years.

5 Expected contribution
Approx. 250 - 350 words. Expected contribution to both theoretical knowledge and practice. Ideally, the author should also describe how the proposed research relates to other research efforts done by the potential supervisor, respective department and the Faculty of Business Administration.
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